[image: image1.jpg]



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:




    NEWS RELEASE
RE:
State of Texas v. Gilberto Garza Jr. – D.O.B. 11/10/1967

Cause No.: 10-CR-1752-A

Jury sentences Brownsville Man to 20 years for Murder

Brownsville, Texas – May 27, 2011 – Armando R. Villalobos, County and District Attorney for Cameron County, announces today that Gilberto Garza Jr., 43, of Brownsville, Texas, was sentenced by a jury in the 107th Judicial District Court to 20 years in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice – Institutional Division.

Garza plead guilty on Monday, May 23 for the murder of Ruth Ramirez Salcedo, a friend of the defendant’s estranged wife, and the case then proceeded to the jury for imposition of sentence.
Assistant District and County Attorneys Oscar Guzman and Jonathan Gracia argued during the punishment phase of a four-day jury trial. After three hours of deliberation, the jury found that defendant Garza acted under sudden passion and sentenced him to 20 years in prison.

According to the Brownsville Police Department, on July 12, 2010, Salcedo was found brutally stabbed to death at 28 E. Cowan Terrace. 
According to investigations, the defendant Gilbert Garza Jr. and his estranged wife, Sulia Garza, 39, were arguing at her home. Gilbert Garza Jr. forced Salcedo into the home and murdered her after intervening to help Sulia Garza who was being attacked by her husband. 
According to court documents, Sulia Garza had obtained a temporary restraining order on May 11, 2010, against her estranged husband, as part of the divorce proceeding. Gilberto Garza Jr. was arrested in connection with the homicide on July 13, 2010. He had fled from the scene of the crime but returned the following day where he was arrested by the Brownsville Police Department.

For more information, contact the Cameron County and District Attorney’s Office at (956) 544-0849.
###






Cameron County Courthouse

964 E. Harrison Street ♦ Brownsville, Texas 78520

Mainline: 956.544.0849 / Fax: 956.544.0869


