THE STATE (F TEXAS §
§ ORDINENCE #1985-1

COUNTY CF CAMERON §

AN C(RDINANCE (F CAMERON (DUNTY, PROMULGATED
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 4477-6A OF THE TEXAS
CIVIL STATUTES, TO RBGULATE ROAMING AND STRAY
DOGS AND CATS IN WNINCORPORATED AREAS (F CAMERON
COUNTY, TEXAS, A FOLITICAL SUBDIVISION CF THE
STATE (F TEXAS; PROHIBITING DOGS AND CATS TO RIN
AT IARGE IN SUCH AREAS; REQUIRING THE RESTRAINT
OF SUCH ANTMALS; CECIARING STRAY OR NRESTRAINED
DOGS AND CATS TO EE A PUBLIC NUISANCE; PROVIDING
FOR THE IMPCUNDMENT CF SUCH STRAY OR INRESTRAINED
DOGS AND CATS; REQUIRING THE REGISTRATION AND
LICENSING CF DOGS AND CATS IN ININCORPORATED AREAS
OF CAMERON COUNTY; REQUIRING THE VACCIMNATION CF DOGS
AND CATS IN SUCH AREAS; PROVIDING FOR PEMALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS CF THIS ORDINANCE; BARRING THE DUAL
APPLICATION (F DOG AND CAT (ONTROL ORDIMNANCES;
DESIGWATING A HEALTH C(FFICER; [ECILARING SUCH ORDINANCE
TO BE AN EXERCISE CF THE (OUNTY'S "POLICE" POWER;
SETTING FORTH A REPEALER

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT on Morday, December 10, 1984, the Camercn Comnty
Camissioners Court, upon thé request of same of the residents of the mi,n-':;;-—
porated areas of Cameron Coumty, corducted a Public Hearing at the Cameron
County Courthouse to oons&der ard approve the drafting of a Comty Ordinancz, as
authorized by Article 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (located in tliz 1985
Supplement "pocket part"), to regulate roaming and stray dogs and cats in the
unincorporated areas of Cameron Coamty, a political subdivision of the Suzte of
Texas.

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT at such Hearing, the following findings were rude lwy
the Cameron County Cammissioners Court:

1 - Cameron County, acting by ard through t]je Cameron
County Comuissioners Court, is concerned with the
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens

" and residents of the Oounty, and the safe, orderly

and healthy development of the Coumnty.

2 - Same of the citizens of thermi.ncorpo;‘ated areas of
Cameron Camnty have contacted the Cameron County
Camissioners Court and requested their assistance
in regulating roaming and stray dogs amd eats in such

3
areas.



3-Thesaidroa:rdnga:ﬂstraydogaa:ﬂcatscanardda
. constitute a threat to the health, safety ard general
welfare of the citizens ard residents of the Camty,
as well as the safe, orderly amd healthy develcpment
of the Comty.

4 = Cameron Comnty can regulate such roaming stray degs ard
cats by ordinance, pursuant to Article 4477-6a of the
Texas Civil statutes (located in the Supplement “pocket
part"), particularly Section 3.08 of such Act,

5 = Cameron Camty, acting by and through the Cameron Camty
Camissioners Court, wishes to enact an ordinance to
rejulate such problem,

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT at the conclusion of the said Public Hearing, the
Cameron County Camissioners Court wted to approve the dratting of suwh a
Conty Ordinance, ard further, directed the Cameron Camty Attorney's Office to
Prepare such an Ordinance.

BE IT FESQLVED, TWAT said Comty Attorney's Office drafted such an
Ordinance, Number 1985-1, ard swmitted same to the Cameron Caunty Canmissicners
Court for adoption.

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT said Ordinance,. Nurber 1985-1, was submitted for
approval at a Public Hearing en Moeday, E-‘ebmary 11, 1985, corducted by Cameron
C;Ounty Caomissioners Court, to consider ard approve the adeption of a Canty
Ordinance, as authorized by Article 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (located
in the 1985 Supplement "pocket part"), to regulate roaming ard stray dogs. arvd
cats in the wmnincorporated areas of Cameron County, a political subdivision of

the State of Texas.
BE IT RESCLVED, THAT at the conclusion of said Public Hearing, the Camercn

County Commissioners Court voted to aprrove the adoption of swch a Oounty

Ordinance,
NCOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Camerc “munty Commissioners Court

that the following rules and regulations are adopted as a Comty Ordinance in
ard for Cameron Conty, Texas: : =7



Section 1: Definitions
=== : Definitions

In this Ordinance, the Wllowing terms have the Meanirgs indicated:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(@)

(e}

(£)

(9)

"Animal" means a dog or a eat.

"Harboring" means the act of keeping and caring for
a dog or cat aor of moviding remises to which the
animal returns for food, shelter or care for a

period of at least ten (10) days.

“Owner" means any person, fim, or corporation who
has a property right in an animal or who harbors
a dog or cat or allows a dog or cat to remain on or
about his premises for a reried of at least ten

(10) days.

"Person” means an irdividual, oorporation, goverrment
or govermmental subdivision ar ajency, business trust,
estate, trust, mrtnership, association, or any other

legal entity.

"Pet" means any dog or cat sold or retained as a

household pet,

“Rmning at large" means not completely confined by
a building, wall, or fence of sufficient stremgth or
construction to restrain a dog or cat, except vhen
such animal is either m a leash or held in the hands
of the owner ar keeper, or uder direct supervision
of the owner within the limits of the awner's private
Property. A dog or cat within an antcmobile or other

vehicle of its ocwner shall not be Geemed "running at

large."

"Stray" means any dog or cat for which there is mo

’

identifiable owner or harborer which runs free with



m pysical restraint, and also includes “wielous"

dogs ar cats,

(n) "Unincorporated area" means any part of Camercn Comty,
Texas that is not already subject to the jurisdiction
of an incorporated éity, town, mnicipality or village
as regards a dog ard et control ardinance.

(1) "Vicicus" means any dog or cat that has en two mevious
occasions, without provocation, attacked or bitten any
persen or other animal, or, any dog or cat which the

- Comnty Health Department has reason to believe has a
dangercus disposition lixely to be hammful to pecple
or cther animals.

Secticn 2: Running At large
It shall be wlawful for any owner to allow any dog or cat cwned or kept by

him ar wder his control to nm at large within any mincorporated area of

Cameron County.

Section 3: Restraint of Animals

(a) Any dog or cat within any unincorporated area of Cameron Canty must
be restrained by its owner at all times =0 as to prevent such animal frop
running at large or attacking pecple or cther a.nimals. (including but rot limited
to dogs ar cats) or destroying the meperty of .ancther person.

(b) Such restraint may be accamplished by cnfining such animal within a
building, wall or fence of sufficient strength to restrain the animal, or alter-
natively, by keeping such animal en a leash or held in the hands of its awmer or
keeper, or alternatively, by keeping such animal under the direct supgwislm of
the owner ar keeper within the limits of suh owner's or keeper's private ro-

perty.

Section 4: Publie Nuisance

Any stray or urestrained dog ar cat in an wmnincorporated area of Camercn

Comty, Texas is hereby daclared to te a public muisance.
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